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Revelation 2-3

\~“7” - literal and figurative

7 btters tr 7 Kurches
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Revelation 2-3

~ 7 letters to 7 faith
communities...or gatherings of
followers of Jesus...or “called
out ones” (translated from the

word, “ekklesia”)

7 lttery tr 7 chorches

Revclatior 2 & 3

Revelation 2-3

~ Letters or Oracles (prophetic
Al in nature consistent with
Biblical prophecy)

7 lttery tr 7 Kurches

Revelatior 2 & 3

HOW WOULD
JESUS
ADDRESS OUR
“GATHERING?”




Command for John to write

Statement of who Jesus is




Reawakened by knowledge, the divine element in
humanity can return to its proper home in the
transcendent spiritual realm. Gnostics knew nothing of
the redemption of the body

Gnostics believe such things as the idea that all human
souls had originally existed in the spiritual realm of
light but, because of tragedy, became imprisoned in
fleshly bodies on earth. All physical matter is
fundamentally evil to them.

Furthermore, the gnostic path does not require
“community” for salvation...it is an individualistic quest.

Gesticism

God produces gods that don‘t know God; where the
earth—in fact, all the material Universe—is a big
mistake
Gnosticism envisaged the world as a series of
emanations from the highest "One", that produced a
series of emanations. The lowest emanation was an evil
god (the demiurge) who created the material world as a
prison for the divine sparks that dwell in human bodies.
The true world is spirit, and the material realm is a snare
from which we must escape.




Docetism - Jesus didn’t have a body...pure spirit

Montanism - Holy Spirit (“pentecostal”
movement) that trumped Jesus

Arianism - Subordinationalists

Adoptionism - Jesus was NOT the Son of God but
adopted at baptism, resurrection or ascension
Marcionisn = God of NTand God of OT different
Gods
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